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“This is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men 
loved darkness rather than light. — JohN 3: 19. 

“And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth 
all men every where to repent.”—ActTs 17: 30. 
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GENERAL CONFERENCE. 


[Continued from page 726.] 

2p.m. Singing, We thank Thee, O Ged for a Prophet.” Prayer by 

Elder Charles W. Penrose. The choir sang, “Unfold, ye portals.” 
| PRESIDENT LORENZO SNOW 

was the next speaker, but the synopsis is here excluded as we shall give 
his remarks in full in our next issue. 

“Jerusalem” was sung by Horace S. Ensign. 

PRESIDENT GEORGE Q. CANNON. 

was the closing speaker. His subject was the coming of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, which, he declared, was near at hand. He delineated the nature 
of the preparation necessary on the part of the Saints for the momentous 
event, and that it should not be delayed. There were many now in our 
midst who would live to see the coming of the Son of Man, and none 
should say that it would be put off. Among the prominent divisions of 
the subject were: The faithful payment of tithing as a preparatory step 
toward a higher order of material matters; the continuous direction of the 
Church from the beginning, by revelation; the warning of the inhabitants 
of the earth, including the branching out into vations never yet visited by 
the Elders; the already effective and complete warning of our own nation, 
from which he thought the messengers of the Gospel should soon be with- 
drawn; the great effectiveness attainable by the Elders traveling without 
purse or scrip; the need for the young brethren to prepare to open up new 
fields in the nations by acquiring languages, and possessing and exercising 
the gift of tongues and of their interpretation; the great necessity for the 
Saints to see to the adjustment of themselves and families that they may 
be in line with the commandments of God and be a holy people 
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Sister Lizzie Thomas-Edward and the choir sang the anthem, “When 
Thou Comest.” Benediction by Elder Francis M. Lyman. 

Conference adjourned for six months. 

At the conclusion of the services, as the congregation dispersed, Prof. 
McClellan played Mozart’s Twelfth Mass in beautiful fashion, and many 
people remained to hear him. 


— — — ͥ — — 


OVERFLOW MEETING. 


AN overflow meeting was held in the Assembly Hall, Sunday afternoon, 
October 7th. There were present on the stand Apostles Heber J. Grant, 
who presided, John W @#aylor and Abraham O. Woodruff, and of the first 
council of the Seventies, Jonathan G. Kimball, Rulon 8. Wells and Joseph 
W. McMurrin, besides many Patriarchs, Bishops and others. 

Singing, “ Now let us rejoice in the day of salvation.” Prayer by Bishop 
George Romney. Singing, “O say what is truth.” 

Elder Joseph W. McMurrin was the first speaker, and directed his re- 
marks particularly to returned missionaries, some of whom are inclined, he 
said, to want a rest after their return from abroad. They come home bear- 
ing a good testimony, and their faces aglow with the light and spirit of 
truth, and then, in a little while, in too many cases, it was reported of them 
that not much is seen of them. They are not only taking rest but they 
are taking on rust, and are becoming rusty in the service of God. 

The Priesthood everywhere, the Presidency of the Church at the head, 
are all making openings for young men in important and honorable work 
and callings, and are constantly conferring honors upon those who are 
worthy. Returned misssionaries should live lives of light, obedience, 
sincerity and diligence, reflecting the light of the Lord, that people that 
have known them and the testimonies they have borne, may feel that they 
are honest, and that they told the truth when they bore testimony to the 
truth of the Gospel to the world, and that they still tell and act the truth 
of the Lord. 

ELDER JONATHAN G. KIMBALL 

said we ought to be loyal to God, loyal also to ourselves, to our nation and 
to our people. He had once been at a place where forty thousand soldiers 
were mobilized for service in the United States army, and saw at one time 
nine thousand men in dress parade marshalled upon the field ready to 
depart to fight the battles of their country, and he heard the martial music 
accompany them and give rythm totheir movements. He felt enthusiastic 
beyond description, and felt that he would like to go and fight the battles 
of his country. He was filled with the spirit of patriotism. Now, there is 
music that God, through His Spirit provides for His servants who labor in 
the vineyard preaching the truth according to the light and spirit and 
power of God, and that music is sweet to their souls. It gives enjoyment 
such as men can have in no other calling. The speaker encouraged the 
Saints to watch and work diligently that honest men may be their servants. 
Let every man and every woman think and vote, and see that honest 
men represent them. 


| 
| 
| 
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APOSTLE ABRAHAM 0. WOODRUFF 
urged the Latter-day Saints that when they send their sons or daughters 
to this or other cities to school or to find employment, they should know 
what kind of influences surround them, and know that they are lodging in 
good and respectable families, preferably, of course, those of the Latter-day 
Saints, and that they are surrounded and associated with good people as 
their companions. He referred to the rudeness that is to be witnessed 
upon the streets of this city, particularly of a Saturday night after ten or 
eleven o'clock, and warned parents to look out for their children, that they 
might not be exposed to the influences of wickedness and immorality that 
are rampant. 
APOSTLE JOHN W. TAYLOR 
spoke of the great work of the Latter-day Saints in preaching the Gospel 
to every nation, kindred and people. We have yet but made a start in 
this great work. Referring to the words of Jesus promising John that he 
should tarry and bring souls unto Him until He should come in His glory, 
the speaker showed that disseminating the truth of Christ among the 
peoples of the earth is greater in the sight of God than to enter into the 
rest of God and go and abide ia His presence, for Peter asked and obtained 
that privilege, but was told that John was more blessed than he for he 
had desired a greater work. He admonished the young men to prepare 
themselves to preach the Gospel, for “God will cut short His work in 
righteousness, and when He comes we want to be pure so that we can 
meet Him and endure His presence, for when He comes, the proud and all 
those that do wickedly will be comsuwed at His presence.” | 
7 APOSTLE HEBER J. GRANT 

said he had greatly rejoiced in the meetings of this Conference and in this 
overflow meeting, for the brethren had spoken under the inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit. He loved the work of the Lord, and loved to perform the 
work that devolves upon him therein, and he particularly rejoiced that he 
had been able to touch the hearts of some that had become careless, and 
they had reformed. He referred to men who had had strength and power 
and testimony who had fallen away, citing the examples of the witnesses 
to the Book of Mormon, and Sidney Rigdon. No amount of knowledge, 
even of the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, can save us, and all the 
blessings and sealings we can get in our temples will not enable us to rise 
possessing our wives and children and the blessings conferred upon us. We 
must keep the commandments of God to be entitled to good, virtuous and 
worthy companions who have been valiant for the truth. Satan would 
gladly lure us into lethargy and rob us of eternal life, the greatest of all 
the gifts of God. But there is no power given to the adversary of men’s 
souls that can destroy them while they are performing their duty; but if 
we are not honest before God, then we let down the bars and the adversary 
can come ip. 


— nꝶa:n. —V—ꝛ— — — — — 


SUNDAY SCHOOL CONFERENCE. 


Ax immense audience attended the meeting of the Sunday Schools 
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Union of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints at the Taber- 
nacle, Sunday evening, October 7th. 

General Superintendent George Q. Cannon presided. The exercises 
were opened by the choir singing, “For the strength of the hills we bless 
Thee.” Prayer by Elder John W. Taylor. The choir sang, “Now let us 
rejoice in the day of salvation.” 

Opening remarks were made by President George Q. Cannon, who said 
that the large attendance indicated the interest that was being taken in 
the great Sunday school work. That work is prospering, said he, it is 
enlisting men and women who are prompted only by love and a desire to 
assist mankind. 

Elder John M. Mills followed with a few interesting remarks. He said 
that among the many organizations that assisted in the building up of the 
kingdom of God, the Sunday schools were the greatest. He spoke of 
district conferences that are being held in the various parts of every Stake, 
because the officers of the Sunday schools are not always able to attend 
the annual Stake conferences. He concluded by urging the officers of the 
Sunday schools to be earnest and energetic. 

Dr. Karl G. Maeser followed with words of advice. He devoted his time 
to the discussion of concert recitation. He said that it was desired by the 
general board that about five minutes be taken up in concert recitation 
before the classes disperse for their work. Dr. Maeser explained that 
concert recitation tended to photograph the subject that is in hand. He 
further explained that different subjects should be recited so that it would 
not become monotonous. The teacher who conducts the concert recitation 
should know the subject himself, as his example before the children will 
be salutary. Concert recitation further tends to harmonize al] the minds 
of the school, concentrating them upon the same thing. 

The next feature of the program was a solo, O my Father,” by Elder 
Heber J. Grant. He rendered the song well, but explained before he 
started that he attempted the song six months ago and failed. He would 
now try it again, and if he failed he would try it again six months hence. 

President Cannon observed that the perseverance of Apostle Grant in 
learning to sing the song was the most striking example of perseverance 
that he had ever witnessed in his experience. 

Apostle Grant followed with interesting remarks upon the subject of 
“Cottage Sunday schools.” He emphasized the necessity of organizing 
Cottage Sunday schools where regular Sunday schools could not be estab- 
lished, as a safeguard for the children against the sects of the world who 
are here trying to steal the children of Zion. 

Elder J. W. Summerhays stated that at a meeting of the Deseret Sunday 
School Union Board the question of the Union purchasing the Juvenile 
Instructor was discussed. On motion a committee was appointed to con- 
summate the purchase. The arrangements have not been completed yet, 
but the committee expect to be able to report at the coming Sunday school 
convention. Elder Summerhays expressed the hope that President George 
. Cannon would remain the Editor of the paper. 

Elder John Robinson sang, “Grant us Thy peace,” in most excellent voice. 
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President Joseph F. Smith, in commenting upon a custom that prevails 
in some of the Stakes, that of having but one day each year for baptisms, 
stated that it was wrong, that each Stake should have one day each month 
in which to baptize, in order that the children may be baptized when they 
are eight years old. 

Apostle Taylor followed with remarks upon “Sunday School Concerts.” 
He deprecated the custom of brass bands doing practice work on the 
Sabbath as is done in some of the Stakes of Zion. He said that the 
authorities condemn concerts on Sunday that are gotten up for the pur- 
pose of making money. 

Apostle F. M. Lyman then made remarks regarding the Juvenile Ins- 
tructor. He said that it had come to be considered the organ of the 
Sunday schools already, and it would soon belong to the schools under the 
same management under which it now exists. He stated that the Sunday 
school cause is growing rapidly, and that it was established and carried 
on more systematically by the Latter-day Saints than by any other people. 

A solo, “The Angel’s Call,” was sung in a beautiful manner by Mrs. 
Lizzie Thomas-Edward, accompanied by the organ, and violin obligato by 
George Skelton, a late arrival. 

Elder George Reynolds explained that the board would publish no more 
leaflets for a time, after the forty now being used have been published. 
This action was taken because the leaflets involve so much work that the 
schools have fallen behind with them. 

President Cannon stated that he considered the leaflets the very best 
literature for children. They contain a vast amount of information in a 
small space, and they should be read and taught to the children. In 
speaking of the Juvenile Instructor, President Cannon stated that he 
favored the transfer of the paper from his hands into the hands of the 
Sunday School Union. He had looked upon the paper as a pet, he had 
labored with it for thirty-five years, and it had been a labor of love. He 
closed by urging the parents to restrain their children from breaking the 
Sabbath day. He said that he thought a law should be established against 
Sabbath breaking and enforced rigidly. 

Apostle Teasdale made a few remarks in relation to the raising of funds 
for the schools, expressing himself as being much in favor of concerts, but 
not on the Sabbath day. 

The choir sang the anthem, “The Pilgrim’s Chorus.” — by 
Elder Brigham Young. 


LORD MINTO ON THE MORMONS. 


Lorp MINTO, governor general of Canada, has recently paid a visit to 
the “Mormon” settlements near the southwest corner of Alberta. He and 
his party were greatly pleased with the evidences they saw of thrift and 
contentment. No pioneers on the plains of western Canada have made a 
better record as good citizens and happy and prosperous farmer folk. 
What the followers of Joseph Swith did for the valleys of the Salt Lake 
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region the second and third generation after them have done for their 
little corner of the great Alberta plain. 

Within sight of their eight villages and their thousands of acres of 
wheat and grazing lands are the Rocky mountain ranges, and the glacier- 
fed streams from these mountains have been tapped by irrigation canals, 
and their waters led to all the villages and farm lands of the “Mormon” 

lements. On this prairie, dry, bare and a few years ago tenantless, 


the “Mormons” raised last year 50,000 bushels of wheat for export, 


ground all their flour at their own mill in Cardston, sheared the wool from 
10,000 sheep, and made a great deal of cheese in their own factory and 
sent all their children to good schools. Their villages have no hotels or 
saloons, but they are blessed with clean streets, good drainage and neat 
houses. The approval which Lord Minto’s party confers upon the 
“Mormons” and their work is in striking contrast with the suspicion and 
mistrust they aroused during their early days in Canada as shown in the 
annual reports of the interior department for some years after 1886. 

In June, 1886, twelve families of “Mormons,” comprising sixty souls, 
arrived on the plains of southwest Alberta, after a long waggon journey 
from Utab. They were under the leadership of C. O. Card, whose wife 
was a daughter of Brigham Young. Mr. and Mrs. Card are still the most 
prominent members of the colony, now numbering 3,000 souls, and one of 
the reports of Lord Minto’s visit says of Mrs. Card, who is a potent force 
among the immigrants, that “to her own force of character she owes the 
remarkable influence which she wields with admirable intelligence and 
sympathy for the good of all.” 

In the following year Mr. J. S. Denis, agent of the Dominion government, 
was sent to the colonists to see what manner of people they were. In his 
report to the interior department he expressed astonishment at the 
progress they had made in so short a time; but he thought their immi- 
gration in large numbers was not to be encouraged. He said they were 
silent when he asked them if they practiced or professed polygamy, though 
they said they would obey the laws of Canada. Undoubtedly some of 
them were fugitives from justice in the United States, having practiced 
polygamy in Utah. “I cannot help feeling,” he wrote, “that decisive 
action should be taken to prevent the growth of a power that, beginning 
in the same small way in the United States, has for years set the law of 
that country at defiance.” 

Shortly after this report was printed it was discovered that there was no 
law in the statutes of the Dominion that seemed wholly to fit the case of 
the “Mormons,” and Parliament lost no time in passing a strenuous anti- 
polygamy law that is still in force. The accounts of Lord Minto’s visit 
agree, as one of the reports puts it, that “not only is there no polygamy 
among the “Mormon” immigrants, but, as visitors to their settlements 
will find, the practice of polygamy is now regarded among them with 
precisely the same feeling of abhorrence as among men and women in any 
other part of this Christian land.” 

The accuracy of this latter statement may be doubted. The “Mormons” 
in Canada have not violated the law of the land, and there is no reason to 


— — 
( ⁊ 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 743 


believe that they have any intention to incur its penalties. But no 
“Mormon” in this country or any other has abjured the principle of poly- 
gamy, and he could not do so without repudiating the Articles of Faith of 
his Church, of which article seven is the basis of his belief, that the revela- 
tion of the right and duty to practice polygamy was a message from the 
divine ruler. They are dumb to-day when asked if they believe in poly- 
gamy, as they were when Dennis questioned them. This fact does not 
detract from the many admirable qualities which the “Mormons” in 
Canada have exhibited. Not the least praiseworthy feature of their life 
for fourteen years in Alberta is the hospitable and kindly welcome they 
have extended to the Gentiles who have come to live among them, and 
with whom they have maintained the most kindly relations. 

It was several years before the official reports on the “Mormon” colony 
were free from a strain of suspicion and unfriendliness, but opposition 
finally melted away in face of the remarkable development and irreproach- 
able behavior of the new comers. Thus an appendix to the report of the 
minister of agriculture in 1890 said: “Frugality and industry seem to go 
hand in hand; the settlement has made rapid progress, and the laws of 
the country are respected.” The report of the department of the interior 
for 1891 spoke in the highest terms of the “Mormons,” and said they 
seemed to have a real grievance, for, as yet, no postal facilities had been 
given to them. They have had no reason to complain of late years that 
the government has neglected them, and Canada now regards the Mor- 
mons” as among her best pioneers.—New York Sun. 


Women Tyrants.—One of the noblest effects of Christianity has been the 
emancipation of women. The other has been the sanctification of child- 
hood. In the very Empire into which that Savior entered, who was to be 
at once its Reformer and its Destroyer, woman was degraded without pity 
and despised without hope. A great woman was generally a more cruel 
tyrant or a more carnal character than a great man in the Roman world. 
The beautiful Cleopatra and the lovely Messalina have descended in history 
as incarnations of the lowest infamy. Herodias was the chief woman in 
Syrian society in the days of Jesus, and Herodias was simply a tigress in 
human guise. Good women there were, but the world round them was an 
inferno for women. And men in power, if not Christians, have always 
been either the profligate puppets or the hard-hearted oppressors of 
women.—Christian Commonwealth. 


FrvuitFuL CRHRISTIANS.— Fruit is usually hidden behind — A fruit- 
bearing Christian makes no parade of it. There are trees that bear at all 
times; bud, bloom and fruit being upon the boughs at once. The Christian 
is such a tree. Fruit cultivators often lessen the amount of fruit borne by 
a tree, in order that each individual fruit may be large and fine. Christ 
calls for “much fruit” from the Christian, because he knows that the 
Christian will in all things do his best. The tree does not worry about 
the market, or what will become of its fruit; it just bears its harvest. So 
let Christians do their best, and leave results with God. 
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THE OLD TOPIC. 


In the presentation of first things, ideas and principles, there is always 
more or less of repetition, and the more important the thing presented the 
greater the need for this until it is understood, mastered, practised or 
obeyed. The mother never wearies of experiment or encouragement in 
learning her babe to walk; when that is done, carefully and correctly, 
there is no further need of anxiety as to that. In learning a child to 
articulate as a preliminary to speech, there is no impatience felt, and 
repetition by the teacher is neither reprehended by the child or counted 
supererogatory by an observer. When a boy essays to learn any branch of 
mechanics, apprenticeship means that preliminaries are in order before 
the learner becomes expert. In all scholastic training, from acquaintance 
with the alphabet as to form, sound and use, the teacher restrains the in- 
quisitive until each step is fairly well understood. There is no rush in 
any of these departments to push too far ahead, or too fast, the student or 
learner ; there is a recognized order, an appropriate time for advancement, 
and to ignore this fitness of things—this law of progress—is to make 
success doubtful. If the foundation is defective, the superstructure will 
lack solidity and stability also. 

This fundamental truth is just as invulnerable in theology as in me- 
chanics, and just as important in the science of religion as in that of 
chemistry. Order and law are as compulsory in the domain of divine 
philosophy as in the grave philosophies of men, and the voice of authority 
in the things of God is far more needed and vastly more reliable than is 
the voice of professional men in any department of thought, for they dis- 
agree often, and contend more than does the dicta of men inspired. If 
once we adwit that the divine is revealable or reachable, then controversy 
should cease, human opinion should be suspended, for acquiescence is the 
only possible attitude for human judgment or human reason to assume. 

A realization of this incontrovertible position would check many an 
opponent; obedience to a teacher from his pupil, from an employee to his 
master, from the soldier to his captain, or from an army to its general are 
all subordinate in importance to the spirit of authority in the Church of 
God. Men call it insubordination in the schoolroom, flagrant wrong in the 
workshop, and treason in the army, they are each serious in their scale; 
while such an attitude toward divine things and divine authority is 
by most persons deemed a venial offence, for which punishment is doubtful, 
if not positively improbable. 
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Wherever an Elder is imbued with this thought, those who hear him 
might think him unduly tenacious of the scriptural ordinance of Baptism ; 
yet this is notso. The listener, as a rule, claims to accept of the preceding 
and basic principles of Christianity, such as faith in God and Jesus as the 
redeemer of the world ; he also recognises the importance and necessity of 
true repentance, these are inculcated by habit or custom, by creed and 
catechism, by professors and priests. But here the Elder and the modern 
religionist part company, controversy arises on the very wention of bap- 
tism, yet the necessity for faith and repentance originated in the same way 
and by the same authority. He who required belief in Himself, in the 
Father, and called men to repentance, the same believed in, submitted 
to and commended the latter as He did the former, and a special pleader 
can no more evade the one than the other, for upon obedience “hangs all 
the law and the Prophets.” 

How does this perversity of religionists originate. Surely it is the pro- 
duct of tradition and irresponsible teachers. The Master, were He present, 
would hardly modify the conditions of life eternal to please the carper, or 
at the behest of erroneous tradition. Would He not say—would not 
reason say—that fidelity in one thing was no justification for the neglect 
of another? Would He not say as the teacher, the artisan, the professor 
would say, There can be no more lessons until thts one is learnt!” There 
must be order, regulation, discipline, authority and obedience, and the 
faithful Elder, while he may preach faith at times to those who claim to 
have it, and repentance to those who may already fee] the need thereof, 
baptism must come next, until men learn its lesson, as they claim to know | 
the other. The Elder may say nothing in regard to advanced principles, 
these do not concern the non-obedient any more than advanced lessons do 
the pupil in school, these do not concern anyone in the rudimentary 
sections of progressive teaching. Indeed, to introduce thoughts, problems, 
truths to the unprepared is like beating the air, or as the Scriptures could 
say, “Cast not your pearls before swine.” Not but what every faithful, 
studious pupil will get there if he so continues, but it would appear to be 
irregular, erroneous and fatal to any ideal of true education. 

When the Christian world concludes to accept baptism, when they are 
baptized, the Elder will then point out the necessity for receiving the Holy 
Spirit by the laying on of hands. He may then say something of “the 
signs following the believer,” then he may urge association with the Church 
for the purposes of spiritual education, each principle in its order, like 
Banquo’s line of kings, unless the pupil, the inquirer is apt and earnest, 
then, perchance, these several principles may be near simultaneous; they 
are consecutive anyway, but undue ignorance, indifference, neglect, or a 
spirit which wants to have all of a divine and eternal system at once, 
without reflection or manifestation, is as unlikely as for the teacher in the 
school, or the expert in mechanics to overlook, or the pupil to overlook the 
order, necessity and efficacy of each individual step in its appropriate time 
and season. 

The unbeliever, the critic, the simply curious may be restless under this 
restraint, this order, he may assert his individual power to grasp or see, 
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here, however, we recite an incident of personal experience in our first 
apprenticeship. When we were asked if we could do a certain thing, we 
replied, almost in scorn (taking a new knife from our pocket), “certainly, 
this can we do”; but the master’s voice pleasantly said, “you are here to 
learn a trade, the use of tools, that is the present duty, and all other 
methods of action must be discarded.” So say the Elders to the world. If 
you want to be learned in the things of God, if you want to be an expert 
in regard to salvation, the voice of authority hath declared the way. Men 
may think or try to secure what they know they need in other ways, but 
they will have to submit cheerfully, readily, humbly and continuously, 
then “He is faithful that hath promised.” A successful future, a gloriously 
progressive divine purpose can only be accomplished in one way, and by 
one spirit, for “the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it!” 1 


BIRMINGHAM again leads out with its attractive public invitation to the 
coming conference. A copy just received, inclusive of a pass” to the 
entertainment, is by the courtesy of President Frisbey now before us, and 
we may say we are in love with this original method of calling attention 
to what is being done. Now, no other conference need follow in servile 
imitation, but let each one get “out of the ruts” in its own way, instead of 
following the stereotyped methods of the past. Thanks and congratula- 
tions. Send one to every conference President and his clerk, either as a 
suggestion or to provoke a spirit of emulation. 


THE first Calendar for the new year and the incoming century was 
received this week by the thoughtful courtesy of President Morris of the 
London Conference. It is in bold type and date figures, the upper part is 
a representation of Conway Castle, Wales, part of which was built by Mr. 
John Morris and his son Elias, the well-known master mason and builder 
of Salt Lake City, but lately deceased, and father of the sender, Brother 
Morris, to whom we return our thanks. 

Crerks of Conferences would confer a favor by sending in reports of 
their services for publication as soon as possible after the close thereof. 


ARRIVALS.—The following Elders arrived from Zion on the s.s. Pennland, 
November 17th. For Great Britain—David Burnett, Eden; James O. 
Webster, Grant; David Ririe, Prospect; Joseph P. Hacking, Vernal ; James 
Wray, Riverside. For Scandinavia—James C. Larsen. 


APPOINTMENTS.—Elders Joseph O. Webster has been appointed to labor 
in the Manchester, James E. Wray in the Grimsby, David Burnett in the 
Scottish, and David Ririe in the Newcastle Conferences respectively. 

Elder Joseph P. Hacking has been appointed from here to labor in the 
German Mission. 


— — 


CoNFERENCE Norick.— The Semi- annual Meetings of the Birmingham 


Conference of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints will be held 
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in the Assembly Rooms, Wretham Road, Handsworth, December 2, 1900. 
Public Meetings will be held at 10:30 a. m., 2:30 and 6:30 p. w. 


— — 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 


WE are favored with another letter from President A. H. Schulthess of 
the German Mission, in regard to the practical work of preaching the 
Gospel without purse or scrip. As an experiment it appears to give won- 
derful satisfaction, and will doubtless be increasingly practised where 
faith and conditions are in harmony (or can be made such) with the sug- 
gestions which emanated from the authorities in Zion. The experiences 
are submitted for the consideration of Presidents and Elders in this 
Mission, “example is contagious,” faith begets faith, and in the vast 
variety of men and conditions much good can surely come from fair trial, 
and no evil from success or otherwise. 


“I might mention that the reports of the Elders who gave this (new, yet 
old) method of preaching “ without purse or scrip” a trial, are very encourag- 
ing. To give you an idea I will mention Brother Heppler, President of 
the Dresden Conference, who says, speaking of the Elders in his conference: 
‘The brethren here have made the most pronounced success in traveling 
without purse or scrip. They will write up some of their experiences for 
the Stern.’ Elders Wilson and Jonasson of the Frankfurt Conference say: 
‘Brother Jonasson and I made a trip in the Odenwald without purse or 
scrip, and met with splendid success. We were gone sixteen days and did 
not want for anything, besides having M. 14.60 given tous. My testimony 
is indeed strengthened, and I realize it is the only way to preach the 
Gospel. Never did I feel better in my life than those few days, I am 
only sorry we did not start this before.’ Elder J. L. Woodruff, President 
of the Berlin Conference, and Elder W. F. Kotter of Stettin, say: ‘Never 
in our lives did we feel better than when we were out trusting in God and 
his promises. We were astonished at the many splendid opportunities we 
found to preach the Gospel, and never before did we feel the power of the 
Lord with us as we did then. Some of the friends we found have since 
attended meeting.’ Elders Jeppeson and McBride of Leipzig, say that 
‘they have been out for a week at a time and never wanted for anything, 
but came back with money in their pockets and never enjoyed themselves 
better.“ Elders E. M. Ashton and M. Ganglmaier of Frankfurt say: ‘We 
have just returned from our trip and had an interesting time. The way 
was opened for us on all sides to make known the Gospel message. We 
had the privilege in one place of addressing thirty-five persons. We went 
neither hungry nor thirsty; also obtained comfortable beds each night. 
Personally I am thoroughly convinced of the necessity of laboring in this 
way. Brother Hess, of Heilbron, says: ‘Sometimes it goes fine, not so 
fine, and no times very bad.’ 

“The above extracts show that the Elders feel encouraged in this work. 
Many others have gone out and are now going out, but we have not heard 
from them. We have not urged this matter at all, but encouraged the 
brethren to try it wherever they think it can be done. Some say that in 
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one day they can preach the Gospel to as many people as they used to do 
in one week.“ 


WE give space to a second letter from Elder Geo. Davis to his cousin, in 
which several items are touched which may probably interest others 
besides the one addressed. Objections were made in an enquiring spirit, 
and the Elder undertook to reply as follows: 


“T owe you an apology for not answering your letter ere now, my time 
being so fully occupied. I hope you will accept this as I hope to be more 
prompt in the future. I will now proceed to reply to your statewents, 
and correct, if possible, your doubts in regard to the plates from which 
the “Book of Mormon” was translated. 

“Objection No. 1. You say the plates were written many hundred 
years ago, when no such things as gold plates were known, and that had 
they been written on stone, like the two tables on which Moses received the 
Commandments, you would not have asked the question. 

“Gold was not only in existence but it was plentiful before, even at the 
time when Moses received the Commandments from the Lord on Mount 
Sinai on the two tables of stone, for during his absence the children of 
Israel prevailed on Aaron to make them gods to worship, for “they knew 
not what had become of Moses.” Aaron told them to take off their gold 
ear-rings and finger-rings, which they did, and he made them a calf of 
gold, and fashioned it with a graving tool. According to Bible chronology 
this took place 1491 years before Christ. Read Exodus, chapter 32. 

“By command of the Lord, Lehi, a Jewish prophet, left Jerusalem for 
the promised land 600 years before the birth of Christ, and 891 years after 
Aaron made the calf. Is it any-more unreasonable to believe that Lehi, 
or his son Nephi could make plain gold plates than to believe Aaron made 
a calf out of ear-rings and finger-rings? 

“Problem No. 2. You state the plates were put back in the stone box 
and their whereabouts was known. Please read page 77 of the little 
pamphlet called “Durant,” and you will find they were given up to the 
Angel who has them in his charge to this day, and he will take care of 
them until the time comes for the plates that are sealed to be translated. 
The whereabouts of the plates were revealed to the Prophet in the first 
place, and in the due time of the Lord he obtained them, and translated 
that part which was not sealed, so also in the Lord’s own due time will 
the remaining portion be revealed and translated. 

“Problem No. 3. Where did Cain get his wife from? 

In the Pearl of Great Price, one of the standard works of the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, we have an account of sons and 
daughters being born to Adam and Eve before Cain and Abel; also that 
they began to multiply and replenish the earth. And from that time forth 
they began to divide two and two in the land, they also begat sons and 
daughters. The above is from the words of Moses as revealed to the 
Prophet Joseph Smith. This statement does not contradict the Bible, but 
helps to make it more comprehensible. We read in Genesis 4: 14, that 
Cain complained at being driven out from the presence of the Lord, and 
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said, “every one that findeth me will slay me,” so there must have been 
people on the earth, or why should he be afraid of their killing him, and 
in the 15th verse of the same chapter we read that Cain went and dwelt in 
the land of Nod. In the 16th verse we are told that Cain knew his wife. 
You ask where did Cain get his wife from? According to foregoing state- 
ments from the Pearl, if Adam’s children spread two and two in the land 
and multiplied, he could easily find him a wife. The 14th verse already 
shows there were people he was afraid of, undoubtedly they were some of 
Adam’s posterity, and that there were females as well as males. 

“Now, dear cousin, on pages 81 and 82 of the little book called “Durant,” 
you will read the testimony of eleven witnesses, who testify that they 
have seen the plates and the engravings thereon from which the “ Book of 
Mormon” was translated. Three of those witnesses testify that an Angel 
of God laid them before their eyes so that they saw them and the engrav- 
ings thereon ; also that the voice of God declared unto them that they had 
been translated correctly. I was personally acquainted with Martin 
Harris, one of the three witnesses. I have conversed with him, he lived in 
Clarkston, Cache Co., Utah, where I formerly resided. He died there, and 
my wife, Alice Davis, made the clothes that he was buried in. These 
witnesses were all firm in their testimony to the day of their death. Can 
I or anyone say truthfully that these men never saw what they testify to? 
The popular cry is, “revelation has ceased,” “the Lord does not reveal 
Himself in these days,” communications between the heavens and earth 
has ceased since the days of Christ and His Apostles.” Those who make 
these statements cannot prove that the Lord has ever said so. I believe 
I sent you a tract containing our Articles of Faith. One of those says: 
“We believe all that God has revealed, all that He does now reveal, and 
we believe that He will yet reveal many great and important things per- 
training to the kingdom of God.” This is consistent with reason and the 
doings of the Lord, for when He wanted Noah to build an ark He called 
him and instructed him; He also instructed Moses and many others. 
The scriptures abound with instances where the Lord bas given instruc- 
tions in various ways, by dreams, visions, ministrations of angels, and by 
the manifestations of His Spirit. 

“Now, dear cousin, if you would like to read the Book of Mormon,” 
it can be purchased at 42, Islington, Liverpool for 2s., and there is one of the 
most glorious promises made in the 4th verse of the last chapter of that 
book that could be made to investigators, which is this, that “if they would 
ask God in the name of Christ with a sincere heart, with real intent, having 
faith in Christ He will manifest the truth of it to them by the power of 
the Holy Ghost.” Thousands of living witness can testify to the truth of 
that promise through its fulfilment to them.” 


IRISH CONFERENCE. 


Tue Semi-annual Conference of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
day Saints, convened in the Whitehall Buildings, Ann Street, Belfast, on 
Sunday, 18th inst. 
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There were present: Presidents Platte D. Lyman and James L. McMurrin 
of the European Mission ; President H. B. Thompson, Sisters Josephine D. 
Booth and Isabel Penfold, Elders John Young and David Burnett of the 
Scottish Conference; President F. A. Mitchell, Sister Emily P. Parrish, 
Elders F. B. Williams, M. C. Rigby and H. B. Parrish of the Newcastle 
Conference; President Baker and the Traveling Elders of the Irish Con- 
ference, also a very good attendance of Saints and strangers. 

After the devotional exercises President Baker briefly addressed the 
congregation, welcoming all to Conference. 

The statistical report for the past five months, ending October 31st, was 
read as follows: Branches, 2. Missionaries from Zion—High Priests, 1; 
Seventies, 5. Local Priesthood—Elders, 3; Priests, 3; Teachers, I; mem- 
bers, 129. Tracts distributed—from door to door, 12,763; open-air and 
otherwise, 576. Books distributed—sold, 4; loaned, 103; given away, 45. 
Strangers’ houses visited—with first tract only, 2,618; by invitation, 233. 
Gospel conversations, 478. Meetings held—hall, 49; cottage, 29; open-air, 8; 
Sunday school sessions, 22; Priesthood meetings, 3. Baptisms—new mem- 
bers, 5; children of members, 1. Children blessed of members, 2. Emi- 
grated—over eight years of age, 1. Died over eight years of age, 1; under 
eight years of age, 1. 

President McMurrin made a few remarks upon the necessity of sustain- 
ing the authorities of the Church. 

The general authorities of the Church and the Presidency of the Euro- 
pean Mission were presented and unanimously sustained; also Elder Wm. 
B. Baker as President of the [rish Conference, G. M. Green, John O. 
Freckleton, Daniel S. Price, W. F. Murphy and Geo. A. Dixon as traveling 
Elders. 

Elders John Young, H. B. Parrish and Sister Penfold were the speakers 
at the first meeting. They spoke interestingly on the plan of salvation, — 
and each bore a strong testimony to the restoration of the Gospel. 

2:30 p.m. Singing, “Now let us rejoice in the day of salvation.” Prayer 
by Elder F. B. Williams. Meeting continued by singing, “An angel from 
on high.” The first speaker was President F. A. Mitchell, who spoke on 
the Personality of God and His passions and attributes, and showed in a 
comprehensive manner the necessity of knowing something of the God we 
worship. 

Sister Booth spoke on behalf of the women of Utah, and explained the 
necessity of coupling works with our faith. 

The remaining time was occupied by President James L. McMurrin, 
speaking upon the First Principles of the Gospel. Closing hymn, “We 
thank Thee, O God, for a Prophet.” Benediction by President Lyman. 

6:30 p.m. After the opening exercises President Thompson spoke on the 
necessity of complying with the ordinance of Baptism. Sister Parrish 
spoke interestingly in defence of the Latter-day Saints. President Lyman 
delivered a powerful discourse on the divine calling of Joseph Smith, and 
explained salvation for the dead. President Baker made a few closing 
remarks and bore his testimony. Conference closed by singing, O my 
Father.” Benediction by President James L. McMurrin. 
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Priesthood Meeting was held at the Conference House on the 19th inst., 
where the Elders reported their labors, and received some valuable ins- 
tructions from Presidents Lyman and McMurrin. 

It was an exceptionally good day for conference, and the people took 
advantage of the beautiful weather, and as a result we had one of the 
largest conferences held on Erin's Green Isle.” 

Gro. A. Dixon, Clerk of the Conference. 


THE DEATH OF WORLDS. 


THERE recently occurred a collision of such magnitude (and involving 
such possibility of loss of life) that in comparison all the disasters recorded 
in a man’s history would bardly be worth a small paragraph. This was 
nothing less than the coming together of two worlds, each of which was 
probably very much larger than our own, and possibly inhabited by 
sentient creatures. These two bodies, traveling at inconceivable speed 
after having been thrown out of their normal relations, crashed into each 
other “heads on,” as it were, and the results must have been stupendous— 
too great, indeed, for accurate characterization in the superlatives of any 
tongue. Although the smash took place thousands of millions of miles 
away from us, the debris resultant upon the collision was visible to the 
artificial eye of human invention. 

The first effect of such a collision must have been the development of 
a heat so intense as to burn up the spheres. When first seen the bodies 
appeared as a new star of the eleventh magnitude, and was so heralded by 
the interested but scarcely excited astronomers. Later the stellar light 
vanished from telescopic vision; but the more sensitive photographic film 
caught and preserved its image as a nebule or diffused cloud of luminous 
particles, while the spectrum revealed to the now ecstatic star-gazers its 
character or composition. The whole terrific event of the collision and 
consumption of these worlds and the creation of a nebule was discovered 
by accident in a sense. No peerer into the starry depths was on the 
watch for anything so momentous and instructive when the photographer’s 
plate pictured the apparent new star; and the subsequent condition was 
photographed when the camera was set for common game. Wonderful as 
this destruction of worlds must seem to man, even more interesting and 
vastly more instructive would be the birth of a new world, or of worlds, 
from the nebula to which the mass has been reduced. 

“ All flesh is grass” has been changed by science to read “all flesh is gas,” 
in the sense that originally there was nothing in the universe except gas 
and energy (or motion), and that out of these have been evolved suns and 
worlds and man himself. It is the theory of science that worlds and systems 
must go on forming and dissolving for ever; that the process of evolution 
which has transformed the original volatile matter into more and more 
complex and stable forms will continue, until all the energy which has 
kept the particles apart shall have been set free, when the free energy 
must attack and tear down what it has built up, reducing all matter at 
last to the original nebulous state to be again evolved into new suns and 
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